Ramova Theater Renewed
A “Peaceful Place” Symbolizing Community
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Ramova Theatre during facade repairs (2022).




The Basics

= Open from 1929 t01985.
= Architect: Meyer O. Nathan

= Style: Neoclassical/ Spanish Revival Style

= “Ramova” derives from a Lithuanian word meaning
“peacefulplace.”

= QOriginal Use: Movie Palace

= National Register of Historic Places — 2021
= Chicago Historical Landmark - 2024

= Project Client: Design Architect

= Project Schedule: (Late Fall) 2021- (Early Winter) 2024

= New Use: Music theater, craft brewery, restaurant
and beer garden.
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Ramova Theatre interiors, circa 1929. Source: Motion Picture News Ramova Theatre, photo taken May 24, 1984 . Source: Cinema Treasures, Al Krasaukas




Project Team

O'RILEY OFFICE

WIE

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

ENGINEERS
ARCHITECTS
MATERIALS SCIENTISTS

Developer/ Investor:
Tyler Nevius

Co-Owners:

Quincy Jones
Jennifer Hudson
Chance The Rapper
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Project Approach

Ramova Theatre entry, 2020.

Ramova Theatre entry, 2024.




Existing Conditions
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Drone photos taken by WIE at the start of the project.
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Scope of Repairs

= Scope of Work:

= ¥ = Main Facade (east):
BridgColt — Brick & Terra Cotta Repointing (100% at parapet
and roof side)

— Brick & Terra Cotta Repointing (100% at
Commercial Building)

— Terra Cotta Repairs — In situ

— Terra Cotta Replacement — GFRC

— Rebuild Spandrel Walls Below Storefront

— Steel Repairs (Lintels, etc.)

— Grand Window Restoration (not in original SOW)
— Sealant Joint Replacement

— Facade Cleaning




Scope of Repairs

= Scope of Work (cont'd):

= Other Facades:
— New window/ door openings (north, west and
south)
= Interior Plaster Restoration (Auditorium, Concessions
Area, Lobby Space, etc.)

= Marquee and Blade Sign Restoration
= Roofing Replacement
= Roofing Repairs

Base Flashing Removal

Repointing Roof Side of Parapet

Installation of Mod b=Bit Temp Roof followed by
Installation of New Roofing System

Installation of New Insulation
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1" Limited construction
documents

= Limited existing
documentation

= Accelerated start to meet
TIF funding deadlines

= Heavy A/E presence during
i) construction

Chicago, IL 60609

= Supplemental details during
construction

= Refine SOW in field

ORiley Office, LLC
1516'S. Wabash Avenue, U

1002
Chicago, IL 60605

= Qualified masonry contractor
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Scope of Repairs: Facade
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Scope of Repairs: Masonry
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Scope of Repairs: Masonry
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Scope of Repairs: Masonry

ARCHITECTVRAL TERRA COTTA: : STANDARD CONSTRVCTION '3
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Scope of Repairs: Steel

Scope of Repairs: Masonry
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Terra Cotta vs GFRC

= Terra Cotta has a long lead time — over
12 months at the time

= Only 2 US manufacturers

= Time constraints for TIF funding

= SHPO Approval

[Sample Buff 3

GFRC Tie [GFRC Tila with vG,:nRuculTs':fesn
without sheen shieen
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GFRC Production
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Scope of Repairs: Windows

“JRemove all cracked glass |
s“panes and replace with new \
WJE-

X
“plate g
4 plate glass as directed by

[Remove existing glazing
— putty. Remove, salvage, and

—r— 7/ |{owsil 756 or 795 sealant in
en

= [ iclean al original glass
| 7t ipanes. Reinstall salvaged

|/ | lolass panes and install new

|
Remove existing perimeter

fsealant from window frames
land replace with new Dowsil

/1756 or 795 sealant in color
/(7 iy Green

1. Scrape, prime, and paint

{Remove and re:

S

tore —
stained glass panes

Install dutchman repairs at |
locations of severely =
corroded steel at the bottom

steel window frames with
f \ rust inhibiting paint

I:‘—Rsmove and replace existing|
lstesl angle |
Y71 2
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Scope of Repairs: Windows

Scope of Repairs: Plaster (sefore Repairs)

Retain balcony.

bal

add indentations
ta retain historic
character
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Scope of Repairs: Plaster (puring & After Repairs)




Scope of Repairs: Marquee & Blade Sign

Ramova Community
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CHICAGO SUN-TIMES |

ENTERTAINMENT AND CULTURE  MUSIC ~ FOOD AND DRINK

Quincy Jones, Jennifer Hudson and Chance the Rapper new
owners of Bridgeport's Ramova Theatre

“My mother always taught us to take care of home first, so to support the rehabilitation of this extraordinary theater with
such a rich history in Chicago means more to me than one could imagine,” Hudson said.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Bridgeport Residents Anticipate Return of the Ramova
Theatre Courtesy of Star-Studded Ownership Group

Angel Idowu | November 27, 2023, 6:02 pm

BUILDINGS |

Historic Ramova Theatre Reopens in
Chicago: A Stunning Restoration
Blending Sustainability, Modern
Design, and Community Impact

EATER

CHICAGO

Acclaimed South Side Chef Could Resurrect 82-
Year-Old Bridgeport Diner and Its Storied Chili

Duck Inn chef Kevin Hickey is part of a $23 million project to revive the Ramova Theater and
its restaurant

by Ashok Slam | @Sl | Nov 21,2019, 12:57pm CST
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RAMOVA LOFT

| RAMOVA
COMMUNITY
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Community

Ramova
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Central Building and Preservation
Chicago, Illinois
makuberski@centralbldg.com

Rachel Will, PE

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.
Chicago, Illinois

rwill@wje.com
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